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MISSION STATEMENT 


The Loft is a local nonprofit cinema dedicated to creating community 
through film, honoring the vision of filmmakers, celebrating ideas and 
promoting the appreciation and understanding of the art of film. 





DEAR FRIENDS OF THE LOFT, 


I’m excited to share with you this report on 2013 for the Loft Cinema, our best year ever, and a preview 
of what 2014 promises for Tucson’s nonprofit art cinema. 

The impact of Screen 3, which we opened in November 2012, was immediate - the evidence was a 
23% increase in box office revenue in 2013! More than 168,000 people attended The Loft last year to 
experience an expanded selection of films, special events and community partnerships. 

2013 was an important year for The Loft’s Building for the Future Campaign. We raised more than 
$310,000 to exceed the match for a $250,000 grant from the Margaret E. Mooney Foundation. 

The Loft is a vibrant arts organization, making our culturally- rich community even more interesting. 
What we hear the most from people is how much The Loft adds to their quality of life - and that they 
are grateful, knowing that many cities don’t have an independent art cinema, and certainly not many 
cities the size of Tucson. 

The Loft has operated in the black since 2005 and has managed to become and remain financially 
stable despite the recent financial downturn. The Loft is not subsidized - it is not part of the city or 
county, it is not downtown, not part of the University. We are not dependent on any one source of 
funds but instead have a diversified revenue structure. 

I like to think we’re like a good basketball team when all the players score in double digits - we are not 
dependent on a “star” who has to score big in order to get a win. You can see this when you look at the 
top performing films from the last 3 years. 2013, for instance, was the first year The Loft’s top 10 films 
have been dominated by US independent features. 

The Loft carefully and strategically uses best practices for nonprofits with an entrepreneurial 
attitude. In short, we don’t spend what we don’t have, and we carefully curate our programming to 
ensure that we have “something for everyone.” Our core value of intentional inclusion broadens our 
audience and our base of support. 

The core of The Loft’s success is the brilliant creative staff that makes magic every day in so many 
ways. I want to personally thank everyone who works at The Loft for being so smart and talented, 
and for caring so much about The Loft and its contribution to the fabric of our lives in Tucson. This 
report is dedicated to them, as well as our members, our patrons and donors, all working together to 
make The Loft an authentic Tucson treasure. 

See you at The Loft! 



Peggy Johnson 
Executive Director 



THE LOFT: A BRIEF HISTORY 


1 972 - The Loft opens as an art house at Fremont & 6th in what used to be a porn theater, and a 
Mormon temple before that. 

1 977 - The Rocky Horror Picture Show screenings begin on Saturdays at Midnight. 

1991 - The Loft moves to its current location on Speedway under the ownership of Joe Esposito. 

NOVEMBER 1 5, 2002 - The Loft is purchased by The Tucson Cinema Foundation (later re- 
named Loft Cinema, Inc.), and turned into a non-profit organization, led by current Executive 
Director Peggy Johnson. 

SEPTEMBER 2003 - The Loft is voted Best Movie Theater by readers of the Tucson Weekly and 
has been every year since. 

MAY 2004 - Phillip Seymour Hoffman visits The Loft for a 3-day, 5-film tribute. 

MAY 2005 - First Friday Shorts and Cult Classics are launched. 

DECEMBER 2005 - The Loft closes the year in the black for the first time— as it has every year 
since. 

JANUARY 2006 - Academy Award winners Larry McMurtry and Diana Osanna attend two 
screenings of Brokeback Mountain, still the highest grossing film in The Loft’s history. 

JULY 2007 - The Loft launches the Tucson International Children’s Film Festival, now called Loft 
Kids Fest. 

JANUARY 2008 - The Loft is one of 17 cinemas in the country invited by the Sundance Institute 
to join its Art House Project. 

MAY 2010 - The Loft’s Board of Directors votes to launch a $2.5 million capital campaign (later 
branded Building for the Future). 

NOVEMBER 20 1 0 - The Loft Film Fest is launched. 

MARCH - NOVEMBER 20 1 2 - The Loft purchases and repurposes an adjacent auto shop, which 
becomes Screen 3! The vacant land north of The Loft is paved, adding 82 new spaces. State of the art 
digital technology is installed in Screens 1 and 3. 

2013 - The Loft successfully matches a $250,000 challenge from the Margaret E. Mooney 
Foundation. Screen 2 is converted to digital technology with money raised through on-line crowd- 
funding. 



SNAPSHOTS OF THE LOFT 



THE LOFT has been Tucson’s Art House for 42 years, the last 12 as a nonprofit. 

THE LOFT is one of 17 invited members of the Sundance Art House Project. 

THE LOFT is one of 50 cinemas in the US invited by the New York Film Critics to 
participate in their monthly film series. 

THE LOFT is one of nine cinemas selected to be part of Sundance Film Festival USA, 
becoming an “official venue of the Sundance Film Festival” for one exciting night every 
year. 

THE LOFT hosted 83 filmmakers in 2013, including local, national and international 
guests. 

THE LOFT worked with 79 community partners in 2013. 

THE LOFT has screened films from 56 countries. 

THE LOFT has been voted Best of Tucson by readers of the Tucson Weekly every year 
since it became a nonprofit. 

THE LOFT is one of 12 top recipients of grants from the Arizona Commission on the 
Arts in 2013 at the same level of funding as the Heard Museum in Phoenix, the Tucson 
Museum of Art and the Mesa Arts Center. The Loft is the only cinema to receive state 
funding through the Commission. 


AT THE BOX OFFICE 



2011 

2012 

2013 

Buck 

A Separation 

Enough Said 

Documentary 

Foreign 

U.S. Independent 

Margin Call 

Arbitrage 

20 Feet From Stardom 

U.S. Independent 

US. Independent 

Documentary 

Melancholia 

Bill W. 

Amour 

Foreign 

Documentary 

Foreign 

I Am 

Jiro Dreams of Sushi 

Beasts of The 

Documentary 

Documentary 

Southern Wild 

U.S. Independent 

The Trip 

Shame 

Foreign 

Foreign 

Frances Ha 

U.S. Independent 

The Illusionist 

Samsara 

Foreign 

Documentary 

Mud 

U.S. Independent 

Forks Over Knives 

The Queen of 

Documentary 

Versailles 

Renoir 

Happy 

Documentary 

Foreign 

Documentary 

Headhunters 

In a World... 

Winston Churchill 

Foreign 

U.S. Independent 

Documentary 

The Way 

Inequality for All 

Of Gods and Men 

US. Independent 

Documentary 

Foreign 

Marley 

The Audience 


Documentary 

Art on Screen 





THE LOFT IN 2013: AN OVERVIEW 


Since the transition in 2002, The Loft has seen phenomenal growth. The Loft has 
operated in the black every year since 2005, with independent annual audits beginning 
in 2006. 

The Loft is one of a handful of successful art cinemas in the US, and we are the only 
nonprofit art house in Arizona. 



2011 

2012 

2013* 

Gross Revenue 

$1,734,180 

$1,952,953 

$2,291,390 

Positive Fund Balance 

$69,125 

$272,913 

$391,888 

Box Office 

$745,483 

$762,010 

$948,160 

Box Office % of Revenue 

43% 

39% 

41% 

Unearned Income % of Revenue 

31% 

41% 

39% 

Attendance 

134,168 

141,489 

168,169 

Memberships 

1,905 

1,817 

2,379 

Membership Revenue 

$227,766 

$184,830 

$236,027 

Grants Revenue 

$54,855 

$51,060 

$57,775 


*Subject to Final Audit 
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2013 REVENUE 


201 3 EXPENSES 




■ Box Office 

■ Concessions 
Unearned Income 

■ Other 

(Rentals, Farmers' Market, Interest) 


■ Programming 

■ Concessions 
Salaries 
Operations 


$ 2 , 500,000 

$2,000,000 

$ 1 , 500,000 

$1,000,000 

$ 500,000 

0 


2011 

$ 1 , 734,180 


2012 

$ 1 , 952,953 


2013 

$ 2 , 291,390 



Gross Revenue 
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PROGRAMMING 


The Loft's programming team is among the best in the US, and The Loft's comprehensive and inclusive schedule of films 
and events is as good in terms of quality, diversity and profitability, as any art house in the country. In 2013, The Loft 
screened over 450 films from 70 countries, and hosted approximately 260 special events (an average of 5 per week, not 
including Loft Film Fest or Loft Kids Fest). 


VISITING FILMMAKERS: 

The Loft’s signature events are films at which film industry professionals, including directors, 
producers, actors and writers interact with audiences and answer questions about the context and 
artistic content of their work. 

ESSENTIAL CINEMA: 

A free series of the most important classic art films. 

FIRST FRIDAY SHORTS: 

A monthly competition for local filmmakers to win $200 
and qualify for the finale in May when the winners of all 12 
months compete for $1000. 

LOFT FILM FEST: 

The Loft’s annual international film festival. 

LOFT KIDS FEST: 

An annual celebration of family- friendly films, with an emphasis on serving at-risk children and their 
families, featuring an interactive program, hands-on activities and free popcorn. 

SCIENCE OF CINEMA: 

Sponsored by Research Corporation for the Advancement of Science, this program is designed to pair 
thought-provoking films, old and new, with insightful contextual discussions with local and national 
scientists and scholars to create illuminating and entertaining programming that brings the exciting 
world of science alive on the big screen. 



First Friday Shorts host Max Cannon. 


SUNDANCE EVENTS: 

As a member of the Sundance Art House Project, The Loft screens Sundance Shorts and participates 
in Sundance Film Festival USA every year. 



Contestants in the Grand Anderson Costume Ball following a screening of Wes Anderson’s Rushmore\ 





ART ON SCREEN: 

Enjoy the performing arts on the big screen, with 
thrilling opera, ballet and theatre productions from 
around the world, captured live and presented in 
beautiful high definition! 

LOCAL PREMIERES: 

The Loft is the venue for many premieres of films 
made in and around Tucson, or by Tucson-based 
filmmakers, often with the director, writer, producers, 
cast and crew in attendance. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS: 

The Loft collaborates with dozens of non profits and 
other organizations on screenings and events that 
allow the groups to promote the understanding of 
specific issues and to raise funds and awareness. 

LATE NIGHT CULT CLASSICS: 

The greatest cult classics of all time on the big screen, 
every Friday and Saturday at 10:00 PM. 

MONDO MONDAYS: 

A series of weird, wild and wonderful films from the 
Mondo side of the silver screen, every Monday night. 


Program Director Jeff Yanc with Grease Sing-A-Long costume contest 
winner! 


SPECIAL EVENTS: 

These include sing-a-longs, shorts programs, special 
holiday screenings, and a 12-hour marathon of horror 
films called The All-Nite Scream-O-Rama. 

THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW: 


Audiences could adopt a cat at The Internet Cat Video Festival, 
courtesy of The Hermitage No-Kill Cat Shelter. 


The Loft has screened this cult phenomenon Saturdays 
at midnight since 1977. 


REEL PRIDE: 

The Loft’s year-round celebration of the best in LGBT cinema! Sponsored by SAAF. 

ONE HIT WONDERS: 

Great new documentaries at special one-night-only screenings! 


e 



LOFT FILM FEST 2013 



The fourth annual Loft Film Fest lit up the desert on 
November 7-11 with an extraordinary lineup of great 
films, guests and special events. 

STELLAR PROGRAMMING 

The five-day cinematic showcase of exclusive 
screenings featured hand-selected favorites from 
Cannes, Sundance, South by Southwest and more; 
lively Q&A’s with industry professionals; exciting 
retrospective screenings; edgy late-nightprogramming 
and stimulating short films. 

FESTIVAL STATISTICS & HIGHLIGHTS 

).&..(() • 0 (.-(-, (#!- 

* (JK\ ( ^( ! ) Le Week-End with free 

champagne, hors d’oeuvres and French music before 
the film! 

./ , & - ( the 

festival’s largest line up to date. 

0 ( ,#!)( , ’ ( .1 (.3 )/, / -)( 

Premieres. 


LOFT CINEMA CONSUMERS* 

Loft Cinema attendees represent a diverse, well educated demographic. We are especially proud of 
the number of younger patrons, an audience traditionally underserved by art cinemas, an indication 
of The Loft’s success in programming for everyone. 


GENDER 

AGE 


INCOME 


EDUCATION 


Male 32% 

19-24 

8% 

Less than 35K 

22% 

High School 

3% 

Female 68% 

25-45 

30% 

$35K-$50K 

26% 

Some College 

16% 


45-64 

38% 

$50K-$100K 

34% 

College Degree 

31% 


Over 65 

24% 

$100K-$200K 

14% 

Graduate Degree 

50% 


*Data based on a survey conducted by the Sundance Art House Project. 
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HIGH PROFILE GUESTS INCLUDED 

Jon Lovitz, Bobcat Goldthwait, Bob Shelton, Pete 
Kozachik, Matthew Porterfield, Carson Mell, Donal 
Mosher, Michael Palmieri, Kirby Dick, Peter Nicks, 

Alex Smith, Chaske Spencer, Hannah Fidell, Philip 
Haldiman, Hunter Weeks, Jacob Bricca, Thaddeus 
Homan and Chris McDaniel. 

FESTIVAL AWARDS 

PETER NICKS • KIRBY DICK SOCIAL 
JUSTICE AWARD 

To honor the groundbreaking work of Oscar- 
nominated documentary filmmaker, Peabody 
Award Winner (and Tucson native) Kirby Dick, 

The Loft Cinema established the Kirby Dick Social 
Justice Award, presented to a filmmaker selected 
by Kirby whose work examines issues of social 
justice. The inaugural award was presented by 
Kirby to Peter Nicks after a screening of Nicks’ 
award-winning documentary The Waiting Room. 

JON LOVITZ • LOFTY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Jon Lovitz’s career as comedian and actor started on Saturday Night Live and he has since been 
seen on every possible format including film, TV, Broadway, comedy clubs, and new media. He was 
presented with a LOFTY Lifetime Achievement Award at a party at the home of Loft Cinema board 
member Paul Lindsey and his wife Kathy Alexander. The party included clips from Jon’s career and a 
discussion with Arizona Daily Star editorial cartoonist David Fitzsimmons. 

BOB SHELTON • LOFTY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Bob Shelton personifies film in Tucson! Through his personal dedication, enthusiasm and 
perseverance, Bob singlehandedly built Tucson into The Hollywood of the Desert. In his honor, The 
Loft Cinema has created the Bob Shelton Tucson Film Legacy Award, which Bob received in 2013 
and will present to a special guest in 2014 and beyond. 

PETE KOZACHIK • LOFTY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Pete Kozachik is an award-winning animator, visual effects artist and cinematographer who has 
worked on over three dozen features, including James and the Giant Peach, Tim Burton’s Corpse 
Bride, James Cameron’s The Abyss and George Lucas’ Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones. We 
presented Pete with a LOFTY Lifetime Achievement Award after a 20th anniversary screening of his 
first major film, the animated classic The Nightmare Before Christmas, for which he was nominated 
for an Academy Award for Best Visual Effects. Pete, a Tucson native, is also the brother of Tucson 
City Councilman Steve Kozachik. 



Kirby Dick presenting the Social Justice Award to Peter Nicks after a screen- 
ing of Nicks’ award-winning documentary The Waiting Room. 
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LOFT KIDS FEST 2013 


The seventh annual Loft Kids Fest (formerly 
known as The Tucson International Children’s 
Film Festival) provided free film fun for 
children of all ages in 2013. 


This unique nine day film fiesta, featuring free 
admission, free popcorn, educational activities, 
games, prizes and surprises, has become a 
much-loved summertime tradition for families 
in Tucson and Southern Arizona. Each day of 
the Loft Kids Fest offers a different film, from 
beloved classics and foreign discoveries to 
popular contemporary favorites, and every film 
is a show, with interactive pre-screening fun! 



Kids compete in a “gross noises” contest before the Shrek screening! 


Kids carefully select a free book, courtesy of The Friends of The Pima County 
Public Library! 


The 2013 Loft Kids Fest kicked off with a 
scrumdillyumptious (and sold out!) sing-a- 
long screening of the 1971 classic Willy Wonka 
And The Chocolate Factory and wrapped up 
with the 2001 modern-day family favorite Shrek 
(another sold out show!). Along the way, kids 
and their families also enjoyed the 1921 Charlie 


Chaplin classic The Kid, the 2009 animated French comedy A Town Called Panic and a collection of 
wonderfully zany Looney Tunes cartoons on the big screen! 






THE LOFT IS BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 



TO DATE THE LOFT HAS RAISED 
MORE THAN $1,400,000! 


HOW WAS THE MONEY USED? 

We purchased and paved the adjacent parking lot! 

We purchased and repurposed the adjacent auto shop into Screen 3! 

We converted all 3 screens to state of the art digital technology. 

BUT THERE IS MORE TO DO! 

We Need to Raise an Additional $1,100,000 to finish the job. 

HOW WILL THE NEW FUNDS BE USED? 

A new, bigger lobby with a new concession stand, new restrooms, a fourth screen, an elevator 
making the entire facility accessible, new seats, better sight lines in the main theater... and more. 
Help make YOUR Loft Cinema the best art house it can be! 

After all, you are what you watch. 
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Executive Director 
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Program Director 
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Finance Director 
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LOFT THEATRE STAFF 
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House Manager 

Dave Paiz 
Facilities Manager 

Pedro Robles 

Assistant Manager 
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3233 E SPEEDWAY BLVD | TUCSON, AZ 85716 


SHOWTIMES: 520-795-7777 
BOX OFFICE: 520-795-0844 
LOFT OFFICE: 520-322-5638 


www.loftcinema.org 










